
When are Near Squares useful? What do they look like?  

It works great for the tricky 6s facts. Also 8s and 9s. Have a look!  

Skylar was arranging polaroid photos on her wall​. ​She wants to arrange them in 7 groups of 8. How 

many polaroid photos will she be able to fit? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students usually have an easier time memorizing their squares. Squares are very beneficial because 

they are close to some of the toughest multiplication facts (such as 7 × 8). Here, it is easier for students 

to add 7 to 49 since they know 7 × 7 rather than adding 7 groups of 8 (or 8 groups of 7) or skip 

counting. 

If your child knows the square of 5 (5 × 5=25), they can use this to solve their 6 facts. Have a look at a 

fact that is commonly difficult for students: 5 × 6 or 6 × 5.  
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(see “fact #5” below)  

  

Knowing squares and near squares can be helpful with solving problems with larger numbers mentally 

– ​very useful​!  
Examples:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support in developing fact fluency with your child!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


